
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

49 OF 
AUSTRALIA’S 

TOP 100  

FP+ RAMS BRED IN 2019 COME FROM 

1 BREEDER!  
 
 
 

Source: Merino Select; 22/08/2020 
 
 



 

 

  

Hello,  
 
Hope you are all well and adapting to this strange and unusual period of time in the world. 
Regardless of the unpredictable future during these certain times, we at Greendale Merinos are continually 
proving that despite all odds and obstacles- Drought, fire, COVID-19 or any other substantial impacts- Greendale 
will always strive to increase the production and profitability of our animals.  
 
We realise a fault at Greendale is our inability to share significant results and achievements with you, our valued 
and respected clients (self-promotion definitely isn’t my forte!)  
I am fortunate to have Miranda (our second eldest daughter) home this year from a shortened Gap year in 
England. Miranda has assisted with putting this newsletter together as well as contributing her ‘youthful’ and up 
to date skills at technology. She and the rest of the family are helping run the social media pages, this shows how 
much of a family effort is involved at Greendale Merinos.  
 
As we continually improve our genetics and prove their performances are well above industry averages, with our 
genetics being at the top of the industry. 
This can be strongly proven using the many industry comparisons available. Our performance can be seen in the 
tables and data collected and then presented on the pages below. 
 
 
The more you measure the more you improve. Thus, increasing the notion that fact is proven to have more 
integrity than opinion’s and idealistic conceptions that do exist amongst and within the industry as a whole.  
 
 
Greendale uses a range of industry measures to benchmark the flock giving us the best possible comparisons to 
choose our and your future genetics. 
Breeding is a long-term investment –Genetic gain is permanent and cumulative each year in a self-replacing flock. 
 
 We appreciate you investing your time in reading this newsletter and look forward to catching up with you on 
sale day. This year the sale will be held on Thursday 29th October and will be supported by an online selling 
platform.  
 
Thanks,  
Alan McGufficke  
 
 
 
If you would like to keep up to date with activities and results of our performances. Follow Greendale Merinos on 
Instagram at @greendalemerinos 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Greendale’s Comment;  
With our investment into these current genomic technologies we are able to identify and 
more importantly predict the performances of the elite animals. Allowing us to focus our 
business and that of our client’s business’ to be MORE profitable and sustainable.  

DNA Projects  
 
 

UNE/MLA/MerinoLink DNA Stimulation Project – 26th July 2020 
 

 
 
 

 

“The UNE/MerinoLink DNA Stimulation Project is a major genetics adoption program in the 
Merino sheep breeding industry, running from January 2018 to June 2022. The collaborative 
approach between MLA Donor Company, University of New England, MerinoLink Limited, 
NSW DPI, Sally Martin Consulting and the project participants has already started to meet 
the project target of doubling the rate of genetic gain of project participants by 2022.  
 
The project focuses on working with the project participants, of which Greendale Merinos is 
one of the participating SHEEP breeders, to strategically use the genetic and genomic tools 
currently available. A major component of the adoption strategy has seen the total financial 
contribution from all participants equating to upward of $1.7 million.  In a time of poor 
seasons recently, this is a significant commitment for participating seed stock breeders to 
improve their genetic gain, and we are delighted to be part of this project. 
 
There are 30 seed stock breeders involved in the project located in NSW, Victoria, and 
Western Australia.  18 commercial breeders breeding their own rams and 52 commercial 
breeders purchasing rams.   
 
DNA Parentage and genomic testing has allowed Merino seed stock breeders to capture 
more accurate relationships between animals to enhance accuracy of the estimated 
breeding value predictions. With more trust in using ASBVs as part of their selection toolbox, 
the collective SHEEP breeder group are improving their rate of genetic gain. In the first year 
of the project participants have increased the rate of genetic gain within the group by 2.4 
index and are 5 MP+ index points higher than the rest of the MERINOSELECT database when 
comparing average index improvement. 
 
Flock Profile and Ram Select’s Ram Team Manager are tools commercial breeders are using 
to benchmark the genetic merit of their Merino flocks. This information is aiding participants 
in better ram selection and buying decisions to increase the genetic merit of their flocks. 
 
The project’s catalyst was co-investment of DNA testing from MLA. However, the projects 
key focuses have been on capacity building to improve data quality and integrity, strategic 
use of tools available and most importantly building relationships between breeders (ram 
and commercial), service providers and geneticists. To date, the project is on-track meeting 
all milestones and looks to continue on past the life of the project. “ 



 

 

An explanation outlining- Greendale Merinos Individual Genetic Index gain:  
 
“Over the past 4 years, Greendale has improved MP+ index at an average of 4.5 index 
points which ranks in the highest percentile (1st-20th percentile) band of Merino 
breeders for average index gain.  
 
This equates to conservatively lambs improving in value by $2.25 each year 
remembering genetic gain is permanent and cumulative each year in a self-replacing 
flock (like compound interest).  
 
Greendale also rank in the top 1-5th percentile for average index merit for flocks in the 
database.  
This means if you have a ewe flock bred on a lower genetic merit bloodlines, you can 
get large benefits immediately by switching to Greendale Genetics “ – Tom Granleese  

 
 
 

More Data = More Accuracy:  
With the very positive performance of the 3 Greendale sires entered into the AWI funded 
MLP project over the last several years and with all the data so far collected in the MLP 
project. These results being entered into Sheep Genetics- Merino Select Analyst in April 
this year (2020).  
 
This continued data collection has contributed to the accuracy and performance of 
Greendale Data in Merino Select- in particular the ongoing collection and evaluation on 
Adult Data which is significantly helping to boost the existing individual Greendale Genetic 
merit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attached below is the Merino Select 2019 Drop Rams showing FP+ Index. 
 
The outstanding performance of Greendale Genetics seen by these potential sires has 
been compared with 23, 853 other 2019 Drop Merino rams in the recent Merino Select 
Analysis (07/08/2020). 
 
FP+ Index:  
15 of the Top 20 potential sires for the FP+ Index are of Greendale Genetics (2019 Drop).* 
(Top 20 for FP+ can be seen below) 
 
MP+ Index  
10 of the Top 20 potential sires for the MP+ Index are of Greendale Genetics (2019 Drop).* 

 
  
 

Sheep Genetics 
Greendale Genetics 

Results 

Attached Below is the newly updated Sheep Genetics Website Link  
 

https://search.sheepgenetics.org.au/search/dashboard 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
  



 

 

  
 
 
 
Greendale has participated in sire evaluations for many years to compare our genetics to 
the Industry.   
 
Attached below are our results from two recent evaluations conducted at; 

- Temora (2016 and 2017 Drop) - MLP/MerinoLink 
- Yass (2017 Drop) - MerinoLink 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sire Evaluations 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Attached Below is the Merino Superior Sire Website link to the Evaluation Reports.  
 

- To find the evaluation featuring the Greendale Sires listed above click on the 
MerinoLink site in the grey bar at the top of the reports.  

 
https://merinosuperiorsires.com.au/merino-superior-sires-report-archive/ 



 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Bookham Ag Bureau 
Wether Trials; 



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

 
  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
In the latest shearing of the trial wether’s this year (March) Teams using Greendale 
Genetics were ranked 2nd, 5th and 8th on Wool Value out of 40 Teams.  
 

 Micron GFW BWT Wool Value ($) 
Greendale Genetic Averages 
(3 Teams) 

18.9  11kg  69kg  $77.25 

Trial Averages 
(40 Teams) 

18.9 8.9kg 73.6kg $68.52 

  
  
 
 
 
 
  

Peter Westblade Memorial 
Challenge 2018-2020 

(Wether Trial) 

Photo Gallery: 

Above and right: The good (clearly 
above) and the not so good (here at 
Cooma). 
 
We didn’t tell the girls at home here 
where their sisters/daughters were 



 

 

 

Left:  4 yr Old commercial ewe fleece at 
Murlingbung (August 2020)- quality never ceases. 

Above:  Mixed aged Nucleus Flock ewes. Posers aren’t they! Above:  Working hard or hardly working hey Fred!! 

Above and Below:  Young ewes at Bungarby in March 2020. 
Lucky, they didn’t blow away with their paddocks!  

Above:  More Fleece weighing. 
If only the school holiday team were here to help! 
 


